
The busy Fall Semester was defined by 
engagement, learning, connection, and 
challenge. In addition to academics, 
several events and activities brought 
opportunity to the SJCL community to 
expand awareness and broaden shared 
experience. This issue captures some of 
those moments.
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Vision: To be the premier provider of legal education, scholarship, and service in the San Joaquin Valley. 
Mission: To educate and develop individuals to become highly skilled attorneys and problem solvers who 
will benefit their communities through public and private service. In seeking this vision and attaining this 
mission, SJCL shall embody the values of civility, excellence, integrity, intellectual inquiry, and service.
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AUGUST

Back to School Party
Students and alumni brought their families 

to the SBA’s baseball themed Back to School 
party at the Veteran’s Memorial Park. The bash 
featured hot dogs, games, music by Dean Atkin-
son’s Band “Rush the Fill,” and gifts from the 
SJCL Alumni Association.

Like father like son. Joe Alindajao (Law ’16) is a Deputy District Attorney.  
His son Jagr Alindajao is a current student at SJCL.

Alumni Association Board members Jacqueline Rios 
(Law ’14) and Marla Garcia (Law ’13) gave away “lawyer 
socks” and other law themed goodies.

Students and families. An SJCL monogrammed corn hole game made by 
Facilities Manager Rick Rodriguez was a popular 
attraction.

More students and families.Academic Dean Justin Atkinson (on the drums) and his 
band “Rush the Fill.”

Law Fraternity Delta Theta Phi invited guests to play 
Plinko.

The SBA’s baseball themed offerings included hot dogs 
with all the fixings.

Recent graduate Ryan Dupras (Law ’24) with Esmeraldo 
Jaranjo returned for the party.
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SEPTEMBER

Speed Mentoring 
Event on Campus

The Hon. Pahoua Lor (Law ’08) and Hon. 
Maria Diaz partnered the local chapter of the 
Unity Bar with SJCL to present a “Speed Men-
toring” opportunity for students and newer 
attorneys in September. The concept resembled 
speed dating, but rather than chatting with 
potential dates, participants rotated between 
panels of judges and attorneys who answered any 
and all questions about the legal field. Groups 
of students were given 15 minutes to chat and 
ask questions at each of six “mentor stations,” 
where a mixed panel of judges and attorneys 
shared some experiences and advice. When a 
bell signaled the end of each session, the student 
groups were escorted to the next mentor station. 
At the conclusion of the sessions, students and 
mentors came together at a reception where they 
mingled, enjoyed refreshments, and planned 
further discussions if desired. Both students 
and mentors alike said the interactions were 
helpful and interesting. The event was deemed 
an overwhelming success. Co-organizers Javier 
Rosas and Diane Skouti Baiza say plans are in 
the works to offer it again next year.

(L-R) Hon. Amy Guerra (Law ’07), Hon. Maria Diaz (Law ’13), Hon. Houry Sanderson (Law ’87),  
and Kirby F. Cañon served on the speed mentoring panels.

Student mentees said the 15-minute Q&A at each mentor station was hugely helpful, but flew by. They were grateful for 
the time to chat further during the reception that followed.



 	 SJCL.EDU • INTER ALIA	 5

OCTOBER

Career Day
Some 20 law firms and agencies were on 

hand in October to meet with students and new 
attorneys, and accept resumes at the Annual 
Resume Exchange Day. Then in early November, 
seven agencies and firms returned to campus to 
conduct job/internship interviews. SJCL grads 
are highly sought after commodities within the 
local legal community and beyond.
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Rachel Baskin (Law ’19), a Fresno County 
Deputy District Attorney and domestic violence 
survivor, served as the keynote speaker at the 
highly prestigious Marjaree Mason Center Top 
Ten Professional Women Awards. At the age of 
23, Rachel was attacked, along with her mother 
and brother, by her estranged husband. Rachel 
was shot in the head and her throat was cut, 
but she survived, as did her mother and brother 
from similar injuries. Resilient beyond measure, 
Rachel went on to law school and became a 
prosecuting attorney who, like the Top Ten 
Professional Women honored in August, has 
exemplified success, professional excellence, 
and leadership in her role as a Deputy District 
Attorney.

OCTOBER

Rachel Baskin 
Keynote Speaker at 
Top 10 Professional 
Women Awards

Rachel Baskin (Law ’19) at MMC Top 10 Professional Women
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OCTOBER

Seniors Pursue Legal Info
Local senior citizens were invited to a free seminar on topics like 

Tenants Rights for Seniors (And Everyone Else Too!), Cyber Enabled 
Crimes, and Advance Estate Planning during Senior Citizens Law Day 
in October. Presented annually by the SJCL Alumni Association, expert 
speakers included Craig Waters of Modern Legal, Mauro Ramirez-Cazares 
of the FBI, and Judith Logan of Central California Legal Services. Thank 
you to our speakers and Alumni Association for providing this much ap-
preciated community service.
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A record number of candidates, 16 in 
all, had been nominated by fellow 
classmates for the honor. That list 

was eventually whittled down to four: Robert 
Broughton, Eric Christiansen, Hon. Pahoua 
Lor, and Dennis Mederos. Among additional 
considerations, the selection criteria for induc-
tion includes: 

•	 Exemplary dedication to the field of law
•	 Exceptional standard of ethics and 

professional competence
•	 Professional achievement and service 

that has had a profound positive 
influence

•	 Brought recognition and honor to 
themselves and SJCL

With so many accomplished and dedicated 
graduates - more than 1,500 throughout SJCL’s 
57 year history - it’s a struggle each year to reach 
a decision. 

The 2025 Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony and Reception was standing room only.

An overflow crowd of 
colleagues, family, friends, and 
classmates celebrated the 
newest inductees to the SJCL 
Hall of Fame in October.

OCTOBER

Four Inducted into 
Hall of Fame

Dennis Mederos (Law ’77) began his career 
in the Fresno County Public Defender’s Office. 
In 1980 he entered private practice in Tulare 
where he was soon named partner at Soars, 
Rowson, Horswill & Mederos. Throughout his 
45-year legal career he earned the respect of his 
peers, and often represented fellow attorneys, 
judges, and politicians. In 2022 Dennis received 
the TCBA Distinguished Service Award for 
exemplary service, legal excellence, professional-
ism, and ethics. 

Dennis played a significant role in saving the 
Tulare District Hospital (now Adventist Hos-
pital) by contributing his legal skills pro bono 
in a successful campaign to rid the hospital of 
corruption. Dennis was elected to the Tulare 
City Council in 2018 and served as Mayor of 
Tulare for three years. He has served on the 
Tulare County LAFCO, Citizens Advisory 
Committee of the San Joaquin Air Pollution 
Control District, and Mid Kaweah GSA. Other 
notable recognitions include: 2013 Tulare Man 
of the Year, the Golden Apple Award from the 
Association of California School Administrators, 
and induction into the Tulare Western High 
School Wall of Fame. Dennis’ practice of law 
and principles were known by his colleagues to 
be unmatched.

Robert Broughton (Law ’78) worked as a 
deputy Public Defender after law school, first 
in Tulare, and then in Contra Costa County 
for seven years. He became a commissioner 
there in 1986, where he served for 26 years. 
In addition, he taught at the National Judicial 
College in Reno, Nevada, the California New 
Judge Orientation Program, and the California 
B.E. Witkin Judicial College. He also served as a 
Curriculum and Faculty Developer/Instructor in 
the California mandatory Judicial Ethics Train-
ing program, as well as the California Judges 
Association Legislative Relations and Ethics 
Committee. Robert was a Vice President of the 
California Judges Association, President of the 
California Court Commissioners Association 
Board, and a member of CJA’s Ethics Opinion 
Committee. 

Soon after his retirement in 2012, he was 
appointed to serve as the American Bar Associa-
tion/ National Highway Traffic Safety Associa-
tion Judicial Outreach Liaison for California, 
Arizona, Hawaii, and the Pacific Islands. In 
addition, Robert taught at the John F. Kennedy 
School of Law and served as a Community 
Court Hearing Officer.
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The nominators of each inductee introduced their candidates and shared stories about their distinguished careers.

Eric Christensen’s (Law ’83, center) law career included more than 
100 jury trials and over 36 years as a Public Defender.

The Hon. Pahoua Lor (Law ’08, 3rd from L), still in the early days of her career, has already broken 
through several glass ceilings.

Throughout his 45-year legal career, Dennis Mederos (Law ’77, 2nd from R),  
has represented fellow attorneys, judges, and politicians.
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Eric Christensen (Law ’83) developed his 
love for the law when he competed in forensics 
tournaments in school. He enrolled at SJCL 
after college and worked at the 5th District 
Court of Appeals Clerk’s Office, and later an 
insurance defense firm, throughout. After pass-
ing the bar, Eric did piece work for a variety of 
local lawyers in legal research, writing motions, 
and appellate briefs. Four months later he was 
hired at the Fresno County Public Defender’s 
Office, where he served for more than 36 years. 
During his career Eric completed well over 
100 jury trials, including numerous homicides. 
Nicknamed “the Viking” by his peers, Eric is 
known as a “dedicated champion for the poor”. 
He has inspired young attorneys and legal in-
terns to become passionate advocates in criminal 
defense. Even in retirement, Eric continues to 
be a defender of justice as he works as a contract 
attorney. 

Hon. Pahoua Lor (Law ’08) became the first 
Hmong female to be appointed to the bench 
in Fresno County. In 2022 she was appointed 
to the Superior Court bench by Governor 
Newsome. Prior to her appointment, Judge 
Lor served as a sole practitioner and part-time 
immigration attorney. With a childhood that 
combined the traditional Hmong values of 
her family with the need to assimilate in the 
US after immigrating from Laos, Judge Lor 
strived to preserve her heritage while forging 
new possibilities for her community. She has 
been instrumental in bringing a chapter of the 
Unity Bar to the Central Valley, and serves as a 
member of several professional and community 
organizations.



Congratulations
Christopher Abuhamdeh
Adam Awad
Isidro Barragan Sanchez
Preston Cole
Megan Daoust
Robert Demelo
Rebeca Delgado Mendez
Blanca Delgado Mendez
Aaron Draper
Cory Eicher
Vanessa Fayad
Holly Gallo
Makenna Gallagher
Arman Kyurinyan
Karen Lopez Pena
Shannon Milligan
Daniel Moreno Rodriguez
Karan Nagra
Katie Parker
Ron Quijada
Gabriel Sanchez
Jocelyn Stevens
Alejandra Tenorio Zurita
Cherry Thomas
Cesar Vargas
Stacey Voss
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NOVEMBER 

Bar Passers
Twenty-six graduates passed the July 2025 

installment of the California Bar Exam. SJCL’s 
five-year cumulative bar pass rate for 2025 was 
85%, the highest of the California Accredited 
Law Schools for the last four years. SJCL’s own 
Hon. Pahoua Lor shared her congratulations as 
well as some valuable advice with the new law-
yers prior to administering the attorney’s oath 
during the traditional Champagne Reception.

The Hon. Pahoua Lor (Law ’08) administered the Attorney’s Oath.

Like paparazzi, family and friends enjoyed the photo op with their bar passers.
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DECEMBER 

Donors Bring the 
Merry and Bright

Thank you 
to our generous donors

Kimberly Sweidy, Jan Pearson, Joyce Mo-
rodomi, Diane Lushbough, Karen Buck, Faith 
Potter, Gary Austin, Treanna Garza & Marlon 
Brughelli, Cathy Sharboaugh, Allison Gong, 
Dick & Kim Lee, Richard Ruiz, Christina 
Jelladian-Buchner, Steve Wright & Silvia Flores, 
Eddie Ruiz, Rose Petrosyan, Nancy Cisneros, 
James & Dawn Peel, Thomas & Georgina Sny-
der, Lourdes Rodriguez Espinosa, Deborah Boy-
ett, Joanna Ebner, Richard & Geraldine Brown, 
Peter & Christine Cummings, Priscilla Wright 
Craft, James & Catherine Petrucelli, William 
Hazen, Thomas Armstrong, James Witherow, 
Margaret Shainberg, and Geoffrey Sims.

The Alumni Association sends their sincere 
thanks to everyone who donated to the Marjaree 
Mason Children’s Christmas party in December. 
Held for the first time in the Children’s Room 
at the new Administrative Offices in northeast 
Fresno, families with kiddos of all ages enjoyed 
the use of the beautiful space that included 
art supplies, books, a basketball arcade, video 
games, a playhouse, toys, and a tented reading 
fort. After a nice lunch, the attendees were en-
tertained by a quartet singing carols and stories 
read by Santa himself. Plenty of gifts and goodies 
filled laundry baskets for one and all.

Alex Ramos, MMC Child Advocacy Program Manager, and Santa (Brian Baker) helped distribute gifts and goodies 
donated by our generous alumni and friends.

A quartet choir sang carols for the appreciative crowd.

Alumni Association Board members Marla Garcia (Law ’13) and Kelsey Schulteis (Law ’21) pack baskets and gift bags pre-party.
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DECEMBER

Staff Holiday Lunch
Who says law schools are stuffy places? Dean 

Pearson received a money gun during a White 
Elephant gift exchange at the Staff Holiday 
Luncheon in December. A long-standing com-
petition for the most creative gift wrap and most 
desirable gift produced some highly original at-
tempts to win bragging rights (and the trophy) 
for the upcoming year. 

SJCL Joins Red Ribbon Parade
The fight against drugs is alive and well in Clovis, and particularly at Weldon Elementary School. Situated less than a 

mile away from SJCL, Weldon was the start of the 2025 Red Ribbon (Say NO to Drugs) Parade in October. The annual 
tradition brings the community together to support the national campaign. For the first time, several SJCL staff members 
received an invite to participate, along with many other civic groups and agencies who showed up in the rain to join the 
cause. Why was SJCL invited? Our law students work with teachers to encourage reading literacy through activities by way 
of a campus based Federal Work-Study Program. We would like to thank our staff, law students, and the various community 
partnerships who participate in program. If you have questions about the Work-Study Program please contact, Beth Pitcock, 
Dir. of HR & Compliance at bpitock@sjcl.edu

SJCL Staff enjoyed a delicious Mediterranean meal and respite organized by H.R. Director Beth Pitcock.

The Trophy in memory of Ken Coyle. Dean Janice Pearson with the money gun. The “chair” and the “telephone” hid gift cards.

Staffers Darius Ibarra, 
Javier Rosas, and Beth 
Pitcock rode in Weldon 
Elementary’s Red Ribbon 
Parade in December.



Last fall, a few SJCL 
staffers were talking near 
the southwest door of our 
building when we spotted 
a proposal in progress in 
Veteran’s Park. We just had 
to ask the couple about the 
happy occasion, and we 

found that each had ties to SJCL. Carl Campbell, 87, said he 
was a graduate of the “Master’s in Taxation” program offered 
long ago at SJCL. He had recently retired from a 60-year career 
as a CPA. Joyce Fitzgerald, 80-something, said she had gradu-
ated from the original Clovis High School in 1962, when it 
was housed in our beloved building. Her name is etched in the 
sidewalk in Veteran’s Park.

Both had been single for many years after the passing of 
long-time spouses. It was Carl’s daughter who noted that her 
father and Joyce performed in the same choir. They had never 
met. What followed, as they say, is history, which brought us to 
Carl in a purple shirt (Joyce’s favorite color), under a tree with 
a ring, proposing marriage. They said it hadn’t taken long for 
them to realize they were meant to be. Both were giddy as they 
shared their story. We wish Joyce and Carl every happiness as 
they begin their next chapter together.

Never Too 
Late for Love
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Jennifer Tatevik Auld (Law ’23) started a new position at 
Andrade Auld Law.

Feras Khoury (Law ’12) is now the Virginia Market 
President with CenterWell Senior Primary Care (Humana) 
in Midlothian, Virginia. He will lead and support operations 
statewide for the centers that provide patient care.

Charlotte (Hylton) Konczal (Law ’00) is now a partner at 
Resnick & Louis, PC. Charlotte works remotely from Fresno 
under the Irvine, CA, office.

Mary Lerner (Law ’02) became the first In-House City 
Attorney for the City of Los Banos in January of 2026.

Robert Luna (Law ’23) was promoted in September 2025 to 
Corporate Counsel of Sun-Maid Growers of California.

Mary Thornton (Law ’08) has been reappointed to the 
Board of Parole Hearings, where she has served since 2019.

Roger Wilson (Law ’97), a longtime attorney for the Fresno 
Police Officers Association, has been appointed by Gov. 
Gavin Newsom to the Tulare County Superior Court. He 
replaces retired Judge Hugo Loza.

William “Bill” Armbruster
1950 – 2025

We note with sadness the 
passing of William “Bill” 
Armbruster in September, 
2025. Bill majored in 
Criminology at Fresno State 
and graduated from SJCL in 
1977. His legal career included 
a private practice, working 
as a Fresno County Public 
Defender, an attorney with 
the City of Fresno, and with 

the State Compensation Insurance Fund. He later served as a 
Deputy District Attorney in Kings County, eventually ending 
his career as the Head Attorney in the Kings County Minor’s 
Advocate Office. Bill said that representing minors and 
advancing their interests was his most satisfying work.

PH
O

TO
: B

IL
L 

A
RM

BR
U

ST
ER

James Witherow
1952 – 2025

SJCL notes with sadness 
the passing of James (Jim) 
Witherow (Law ’87) in late 
December of 2025.  Jim 
practiced law in the Fresno 
area for 30 years, specializing 
in Workers Compensation 
and Social Security Disability.  
Everyone who knew him 
describes him as one of the 
kindest people they had ever 

met.  He made a point of giving back to the community 
by regularly providing pro bono legal services through the 
Volunteer Program of Central California Legal Services.  Jim 
was a great friend to San Joaquin College of Law, attending 
events with his wife, Piti.  Jim gave generously to SJCL by 
initiating a substantial scholarship, the First Generation 
Student Scholarship. Music and playing guitar were one 
of Jim’s passions. He collected a nice range of guitars and 
continued to play in a rock band with friends from high 
school, the “Echo Bros.” 

In Memoriam
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Malcolm H. Stewart (‘77)
Désirée Terronez (‘07)
George and Arlene Vasquez
Alejandra Vazquez
Elizabeth Waldow (‘09)
Howard K. Watkins
David (Board & ‘92)  

and Lillian (‘02) Weiland
Margaret Whalen
Pití Witherow
William Witherow
Ernesto Zarco
Thomas Zynda (‘93)

Other
Adam Balakian
Magdalena Barrera Garcia
Silvia Cortes Giron
Ryan Dupras (‘24)
Madison (‘24) and Patrick Erickson
Kristina Garabedian (‘14)
Maria Ibanez
Raymond Isleib (‘08)
Hon. David & Shawn Kalemkarian
Carlos Lopez Ayala
Stephen Malm (‘08)
Ernesto Medrano
Natalie Packer (‘08)
Elizabeth Mariani-Pitalo  

and Michael Pitalo
Margarita Peña Ramirez
Juan Perez Ramirez
Beth Pitcock (Staff)
Steven Polacek (‘82)
Octavio Rivera Jaime
Ramona Rushing-Junior
Rafaela Vallejo Orrosquieta
Robert Vartan

Thank you 
FOR YOUR SUPPORTFOR YOUR SUPPORT

You deserve to be properly recognized for your contributions, and we strive for 100 percent accuracy.  
If we have made an error, please contact Victoria Denny at 559/323-2100 or vdenny@sjcl.edu. 

DONATIONS FROM JANUARY 1 - DECEMBER 31, 2025

San Joaquin College of Law thanks the following 
individuals and organizations for their gifts. Their 
generosity helps SJCL deliver an outstanding 
academic program to students.



Ready to join your Alumni Association? 
We’re want you and your fellow alumni to join your SJCL community and be part of ter-

rific events like: Student/Alumni Mixers, MCLE Opportunities, Mentorship, Marjaree Mason 
Children’s Christmas Party, Senior Citizen’s Law Day, the Hall of Fame Inductions, and more.

Send your name and contact info to Diane Skouti at dskouti@sjcl.edu, or scan the QR 
code, and come enjoy the camaraderie of your fellow grads and colleagues while doing great 
things for fellow Alumni, our Law Students, your Alma Mater, and the community. 

Membership Costs
•	 New Attorneys/First Year - $25
•	 Annual Dues (includes Got MCLE?) - $50
•	 Three Year Discount - $125

Join Now
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