


Message from the Dean
At San Joaquin College of Law, your personal growth as a law student is our foremost objec-
tive. From our pre-enrollment study skills course to the myriad practice courses embodied in 
the curriculum, you will see your potential bloom. Class sizes are small, some as small as 10 and 
averaging 25 students, providing you an unparalleled opportunity to interact with your professors 
and classmates. 

SJCL offers a solid legal education – one that does not limit career or life choices because of stag-
gering debt. Over its more than 45 year history, more than 80% of SJCL graduates have passed 
the California Bar Exam. But SJCL seeks to educate students to be able to practice law effectively 
and be outstanding lawyers – intellectually, ethically, and personally – not just pass the bar. 

Opportunities for hands-on experience abound. Students in the New American Legal Clinic 
assist hundreds of legal immigrants a year, handling cases under attorney supervision from intake 
to resolution. Students publish the San Joaquin Agricultural Law Review annually, giving them 
advanced writing experience. Externships in federal and state courts, district attorneys’ offices, 
administrative agencies, legal aid offices, and private firms are readily available, as are employ-
ment opportunities in clerkships.

Law school is an experience and a process. Through it you discover that you are capable of more 
than you ever dreamt possible. There is a place, and a need, for your skills in the San Joaquin 
Valley. Employment opportunities have always been available in the region even when limited 
in other areas. Your experience in clinics, practice classes, externships, and clerkships during law 
school naturally develops into attorney positions upon joining the Bar. 

Virtually every person entering law school has a passion – a cause he or she hopes to advance. 
Law is truly a helping profession. Put your passion on a good foundation – academically and 
financially – at San Joaquin College of Law. I look forward to meeting you. 

 Janice Pearson
 Dean, San Joaquin College of Law



Why San Joaquin College of Law?

Small classes and a supportive 
atmosphere
SJCL grades to a standard, not on a curve. 
This means students do not compete against 
each other, but rather work together towards 
every student’s success.

Outstanding faculty
Academic accolades aside, students often com-
ment about the accessibility of faculty and their 
genuine concern for each student’s success. 

Overall bar passage rate
More than 80 percent of San Joaquin College 
of Law graduates have passed the California 
Bar Examination.

Employment opportunities
SJCL is the only accredited law school in a 
120 mile radius, so its graduates are uniquely 
poised to fill positions in several counties and 
often find employment as public defenders, 
deputy district attorneys, and at a multitude 
of private firms. Of the 2014 graduates ad-
mitted to the California Bar, 94 percent of 
those wishing to practice law report they are 
employed as full-time attorneys.

Extensive clinical and  
externship opportunities
More than 85 percent of SJCL students 
participate in externships or clinicals during 
law school, including positions with district 
attorneys’ offices, public defenders’ offices, 
federal judicial externships, and in private 
law offices in an array of specialty areas. 
Externships frequently lead to jobs after stu-
dents graduate. On campus, SJCL operates 
the New American Legal Clinic, offering 
valuable practical experience.

Manageable cost
Tuition at SJCL is generally 50-60% of tuition 
at larger institutions. Given the bar passage 
rate and the availability of employment, an 
SJCL education is an outstanding value.

Extensive and diverse  
alumni network
More than 30% of the practicing lawyers in 
the Fresno-Clovis area are SJCL graduates. 
Of the women lawyers in the area, nearly 
44% are SJCL graduates. More than 37% of 
the minority lawyers are graduates.

Flexible Schedule
SJCL offers flexible three and four year pro-
grams to obtain your Juris Doctor degree. A 
five year option is also available.
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Recent majors of our students
Art History
Behavioral Sciences
Biology
Business Administration
Computer Science
Criminology
Economics
Electrical Engineering
English
History
Japanese
Law & Society
Liberal Arts
Mass Communication  

& Journalism

Mechanical Engineering
Medicine
Natural Science
Paralegalism
Philosophy
Political Science
Psychology
Public Safety Administration
Rehabilitation Counseling
Social Ecology
Sociology
Spanish
Speech Communications
Theology
Women’s Studies

Your degree in any major...
qualifies you to apply to law school.
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American University
Ashford University
Azusa Pacific University
Brandman University
Brigham Young University
Brown University
Cal Poly, Pomona
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo
Chapman University
College of the Sequoias
CSU Bakersfield
CSU Chico
CSU Fresno
CSU Los Angeles
CSU Long Beach
CSU Northridge
CSU Sacramento
CSU San Diego
CSU San Francisco
CSU San Jose
CSU San Marcos
CSU Stanislaus
DeVry University
Eastern Washington University
Fort Lewis College
Fresno Pacific University
Iowa State University
Lawrence University
Loyola Marymount University
National University
Northwestern University
Oral Roberts University
Pacific Lutheran University
Patrick Henry College
Pepperdine University
Santa Clara University
Texas A & M
Troy University
UC Berkeley
UC Davis
UC Los Angeles
UC Merced
UC Riverside
UC Santa Barbara
UC Santa Cruz
UC San Diego
University of Georgia
University of Minnesota
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
University of Phoenix

Recent undergraduate  
schools of our students
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Faculty
A core of dedicated full-time faculty is augmented by an experienced cadre of 
adjunct faculty. The full-time faculty teach fundamental courses throughout 
the curriculum, giving students a thorough grounding in the law as well as 
jurisprudential and policy concerns informing the law. Full-time faculty also 
provide counseling and academic support to students as well as mentoring 
and supervising students working in the Law School’s clinic. Adjunct faculty 
are experienced lawyers and judges who bring the world of practice into 
the classroom. They provide a bridge between academia and the local legal 
community. 

Our faculty received their legal training from diverse institutions across the 
state and nation, including such law schools as Boalt, UCLA, McGeorge, 
USC, University of Utah, Indiana University, Georgetown, and New York 
University. 



5*All courses are subject to change

First Year
Fall/Spring (29 Units)
COUrSE TiTlE UniTS
Civil Procedure I & II ...................................................5
Contracts I & II ...............................................................6
Criminal Law ..................................................................3
Legal Methods I & II ...................................................4
Property I & II .................................................................5
Real Property Drafting .............................................1
Torts I & II ..........................................................................5

Second Year
Fall/Spring (29 Units)
COUrSE TiTlE UniTS
Business Organizations I & II  ................................4
Constitutional Law I & II ..........................................6
Criminal Procedure ....................................................3
Evidence I & II ................................................................6
Moot Court .....................................................................2
Professional Responsibility ....................................2
Elective units .................................................................6

Three Year Program
86 Total Units

Students admitted to the Three Year Pro-
gram will complete their studies in three 
years, needing to attend only Fall and Spring 
semesters, having summers free to pursue 
internship or clerking opportunities. The 
Three-Year Program is a full-time program. 
Three-Year Program students are required to 
take at least 4 clinical units. While attend-
ing classes in the Fall and Spring semesters, 
students enrolled in the Three-Year program 
must not work more than 20 hours per week 
in any type of employment.

Academic Program
San Joaquin College of Law offers a flexible program to accommodate the diverse needs of our 
students. From recent undergraduates to working professionals with families, students can earn 
the 86 units required for their Juris Doctor degree. For questions regarding the curriculum, 
please contact the registrar. 

Third Year
Summer (2 Units)
COUrSE TiTlE UniTS
Elective ..............................................................................2
 
Fall/Spring (19 Units)
COUrSE TiTlE UniTS
Constitutional Law I & II ..........................................6 
Evidence I & II ................................................................6 
Wills, Trusts, and Estate Planning I & II ............5
Elective ..............................................................................2 

Fourth Year
Summer (4 Units)
COUrSE TiTlE UniTS
Electives ............................................................................4 
 
Fall/Spring (19 Units)
COUrSE TiTlE UniTS
Advanced Legal Writing .........................................3
Community Property  ..............................................3
Remedies I & II  .............................................................5 
Electives ............................................................................8

Four Year Program
86 Total Units

The Four Year Program is designed for 
working adults. Students attend classes four 
days per week (evenings 6:30 - 9:30pm) for 
the first two years. The last two years are 
completed by attending classes three days 
per week. The typical program requires at-
tendance at two or three summer sessions.
The Four-Year Program requires an aver-
age of ten (10) classroom hours each week 
throughout the four years. A student should 
expect to spend approximately three (3) 
hours in preparation time for each hour of 
classroom time.

Some courses have day sessions, giving stu-
dents the ability to tailor a study program to 
individual family and work needs.

First Year
Fall/Spring (20 Units)
COUrSE TiTlE UniTS
Civil Procedure I & II ...................................................5
Contracts I & II ...............................................................6 
Legal Methods I & II ...................................................4
Torts I & II ..........................................................................5

Second Year
Summer (2 Units)
COUrSE TiTlE UniTS
Elective ..............................................................................2 
 
Fall/Spring (20 Units)
COUrSE TiTlE UniTS
Business Organizations I & II .................................4 
Criminal Law/Criminal Procedure  ....................6 
Professional Responsibility ...................................2
Property I & II  ................................................................5 
Real Property Drafting .............................................1
Moot Court .....................................................................2 

Third Year
Fall/Spring (28 Units)
COUrSE TiTlE UniTS
Advanced Legal Writing .........................................3
Community Property ...............................................3
Remedies I & II...............................................................5
Wills, Trusts, and Estate Planning I & II ............5
Elective units .............................................................. 12



Careers of SJCl Alumni in the Area include:

Administrative Law Judge
Baker, Manock & Jensen 
Bankruptcy Judge, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of California
California State Assistant Attorney General
Centex Homes In-House Counsel
Valley Children’s Hospital Counsel 
City Attorney
County Counsel
District Attorney
Dowling Aaron
Fresno County Clerk/Registrar of Voters
McCormick, Barstow, Sheppard, Wayte & Carruth
Magistrate Judge, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of California
Member, Fresno County Board of Supervisors
Pappas Telecasting, Special Counsel & Vice President
Private Practitioners in every area of practice
Public Defender
Saint Agnes Medical Center Counsel
Superior Court Commissioner
Superior Court Judge
Research Attorney, Fifth District Court of Appeal
Research Attorney, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of California
Trinity Fruit In-House Counsel

Careers of SJCl Alumni Outside the Area include:

California Environmental Protection Agency, Deputy Director
California Secretary of Health & Human Services
California State Water Resources Control Board, Member & Chair
Chevron In-House Counsel, Texas
Chief of Staff for California State Assemblyman
Contra Costa County Court Commissioner
Delta Dental, In-House Counsel, San Francisco
Glenn County Superior Court Judge
Honeywell Corporation, In-House Counsel, Phoenix, Arizona
Monterey County Superior Court Judge
Nevada Care Counsel & CEO
Point Loma Nazarene University, Fermanian Business Center Director
San Francisco Assistant City Attorney
San Luis Obispo County Court Commissioner
Santa Barbara County Counsel
TelePacific Communications Corp, Assistant General Counsel, Nevada
U.S. Food & Drug Admin., Director, Division of Dairy, Egg, and Meat Safety, Washington, D.C.
Wells Fargo Bank, Trust Counsel, North Carolina

One Degree.
A World of Options.
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“I chose SJCL because it provided 
me with a great legal education 
at an affordable cost. In the 
end, SJCL prepared me for the 
practice of law.”

–Warren Paboojian
Baradat and Paboojian, Inc.

Class of 1985

SJCL ALumni HALL of fAme memberS

Warren Paboojian and 
Honorable Alan Simpson



Alumni
San Joaquin College of Law graduates have distinguished themselves professionally 
as judges, court commissioners, the Fresno, Tulare, Kings, and Madera County District 
Attorneys, the California Health and Human Services Secretary, the Deputy Director of the 
California Environmental Protection Agency, and practitioners in every area of public and 
private service. 
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Sengthiene bosavahn 
Millam Law Firm, Social Security Law

rick P. Wolf, Jr. 
General Counsel 
Saint Agnes Medical Center

Fresno County District Attorney, Lisa Smittcamp, with fellow SJCL alumni at the Fresno County District Attorney’s Office 

Henry Campa Jr.
Fresno County Public Defender

Diana S. Dooley 
California Secretary of Health  
and Human Services
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Adventures Await
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Whether you’re a nature lover, foodie, or looking for outdoor recreational sports, San Joaquin 
College of Law is surrounded by opportunities to indulge! A drive of 90 minutes or less puts 
you in Yosemite National Park, Kings Canyon National Park or Sequoia National Park. Ski 
Badger Pass, hike through the largest remaining natural grove of giant sequoias in the world, 
and snap pictures of wildlife, glacier-carved granite domes, and world famous waterfalls. 

Foodies will find the pick of the crop within walking distance of the Law School Friday nights 
at the Old Town Clovis Farmers Market. They’ll also enjoy the Fresno Wine Journey, Madera 
Wine Trail, and even the Blossom Trail in the spring, when miles of peach, plum, apricot, and 
apple trees burst into bloom. 

The ethnic and cultural diversity of the Valley delivers not only authentic restaurants and 
tasting opportunities, but also festivals and heritage celebrations.
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“I’m making a difference 
through SJCL clinics which 
offer free legal services to the 
public. It encouraged me to 
consider providing pro bono 
services to those unable to pay.”

–Jamie Palm

“Working in a clinic has been 
an extraordinary experience 
because I see firsthand what a 
positive impact an attorney can 
have upon a person’s life.”

–Sara Santoyo
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Experiential Learning
Students at SJCL not only learn the law, but also how to be lawyers. Three Year Program 
students must, and Four Year Program students may, participate in our Experiential Learning 
Program. Students earn credits toward their degree through participation in our In-House 
Clinic or through the Externship Program. 

New American Legal Clinic
Students enrolled in the New American Legal Clinic, under clinical director supervision, take 
on all major aspects of representing a client before the United States Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Service (USCIS), including interviewing clients, preparing forms, analyzing, researching, 
and arguing complex legal issues, and attending USCIS applicant interviews. Students also 
have the opportunity to educate the community on immigration issues, such as explaining the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program to young adults or the availability of U-Visas 
to victims of domestic violence. 
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“My internship at the Fresno 
City Attorney’s office gave 
me valuable experience and 
insight into legal issues unique 
to public entities.”

–George Vasquez

“SJCL’s ties to the legal 
community provided me with 
externships with the District 
Attorneys’ Office, the Federal 
District Court in Judge Ishii’s 
court, and the New American 
Legal Clinic.”

–Jasdeep lasher

“Working at the Fifth District 
Court of Appeal allowed me to 
not only develop my research 
and writing skills, but also 
gave me significant practical 
experience.”

–Julie MacMichael
Court of Appeal fifth Appellate District

robert e. Coyle united States Courthouse

fresno City Hall



Externships
Students also gain credit for legal work done under supervision with governmental and private 
employers. Students have unprecedented access to positions with the judiciary, in criminal 
justice settings, and with private practitioners in all areas of the law because of the Law School’s 
singular presence in the San Joaquin Valley.

More than 85 percent of students at SJCL take advantage of externship programs. In addition 
to enhancing the students’ understanding of the mechanics of the actual practice of law, many 
of these externships subsequently evolve into full-time attorney positions after the students pass 
the Bar.

There is no institution comparable to SJCL within a 120 mile radius, meaning there is little 
competition from other law schools for externship positions in the Valley’s District Attorneys’ 
Offices, the Public Defenders’ Offices, and among the ranks of countless private practice at-
torneys in dozens of specialty areas.

Cooperative Degree Program
SJCL seeks to add a new set of skills to the lawyer’s toolbox for resolving conflict by offering 
a cooperative degree with Fresno Pacific University. This program joins the discipline of law 
with the humanistic approach of peacemaking that promises to transform the way our society 
resolves conflict. Students simultaneously enrolled in both degree programs (MA/JD) can 
complete both degrees in four years because of the mutual recognition of elective units.
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San Joaquin Agricultural Law Review back to School night

Delta theta Phi

roger J. traynor California Appellate moot Court Competition

Student bar Association’s Scholarship banquet



San Joaquin Agricultural Law Review
The San Joaquin Agricultural Law Review (SJALR) presents student and scholar works on legal 
issues affecting our nation’s most vital industry – agriculture. The topics discussed in each 
volume are always of current interest to those in agriculture, government, business, and law.

Each year, the student editorial board members of the SJALR gather, edit and publish articles 
written by legal scholars, practitioners, and its students. The SJALR provides an objective, 
national forum for analyzing issues affecting agriculture.

The SJALR has received judicial and critical recognition, and its articles have been cited by the 
California Supreme Court, the California Appellate Courts, the United States District Courts, 
the New Mexico Court of Appeals, and the Minnesota Supreme Court. Articles have also been 
cited in the annotations of several California statutes.

Moot Court
San Joaquin College of Law students are required to take Moot Court, culminating in the 
intramural George A. Hooper Moot Court competition. Students may augment their oral skills 
in Civil Trial Practice or Criminal Trial Practice classes, or may participate in extramural 
state or national competitions. In 2013 San Joaquin College of Law students won the Roger J. 
Traynor Trophy for best oral argument in the statewide Traynor Moot Court competition. In 
addition, they won Best Brief at the UC Davis Asylum and Refugee Law National Moot Court 
competition in 2015, defeating teams from law schools across the country.

Student Organizations
Student Bar Association
The Student Bar Association (SBA) is an elected body representing the interests of all students 
and voting on issues that reflect the concerns of the student body. 

The SBA also sponsors annual events to encourage a sense of community at SJCL, includ-
ing the new students’ reception and the Spring Banquet. In addition, the SBA funds annual 
scholarships.

Delta Theta Phi
Delta Theta Phi is a professional law fraternity whose national membership includes some 
135,000 alumni. The Hollis G. Best Senate of Delta Theta Phi was founded at SJCL in 1980.

As members, students participate in professional seminars and social events, are eligible for 
scholarships, and have an opportunity to interact with the legal community.

lawSUiT
Law Students United in Tolerance (LawSUIT) exists to build a sense of unity between members 
and to promote appreciation of diversity issues within the student body and the community.

LawSUIT does this through the pursuit of academic excellence, service, and providing support 
and encouragement to new students adjusting to life in law school.
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“The school’s statistics on bar 
passage and career placement 
speak volumes. I am receiving 
an education which is second 
to none compared to other 
schools within the state. I 
am conquering my goals at a 
fraction of the cost without 
sacrificing quality and 
opportunity.” 

– Prince Girn 



Financial Aid
The Financial Aid Office exists to help you attain your legal edu-
cation. Visit San Joaquin College of Law’s financial aid website 
at www.sjcl.edu/finaid or contact the Financial Aid Director  
at 559-323-2100 or finaid@sjcl.edu to discuss your options.

loans
Through the federal Direct Loan Program, most students 
can borrow up to $20,500 per academic year. Additional 
funds can be borrowed through the Federal Graduate PLUS 
Loan Program. 

Scholarships
Scholarships sponsored by the Law School and through 
private donors and organizations are available each Spring. 
Most scholarships require completion of the first year of law 
school as a criterion. Outside scholarships are announced 
throughout the year.

Federal Work-Study
This is a need-based federal program that provides job 
opportunities to eligible students who wish to earn money 
to assist with educational expenses. Jobs are available on a 
limited basis and most require the completion of the first 
year of law school to qualify. The school receives a federal 
grant to pay a portion of the wages for the positions that the 
school administers. 

Veteran’s Education Benefits
Students who are eligible for educational assistance through 
the Veterans’ Education Benefit programs may obtain  
information from the Financial Aid Office or on SJCL’s 
website (www.sjcl.edu) under “Veteran’s Benefits.”

Admissions
From applicant to alumnus you will receive 
personal attention from our staff to help you 
achieve your full potential. 

The Law School’s broad policy takes into consideration under-
graduate grade point average (GPA), Law School Admission 
Test (LSAT) score, a record of improvement in undergraduate 
study, community involvement, life experience, any graduate 
education, employment history, accomplishments, motiva-
tion, and maturity – factors which indicate the applicant will 
add a unique perspective to the student body.

The Early Application deadline is March 31. The final 
application deadline is June 30; however, it is to your 
advantage to apply early. The Law School operates on a 
“rolling” admissions process – that is, accepting qualified 
individuals as an application is completed. Because there are 
a limited number of spaces, the class could fill prior to the 
June deadline. Results from the June LSAT are considered 
but it is recommended to complete the LSAT on or before 
the February test.

Enrollment
Law school is a major undertaking, so work commitments 
should be kept to a minimum. First year students in the 
Three Year Program are strongly encouraged not to work 
off campus. Limited part-time, on-campus employment is 
available for students eligible for Federal Work Study. Paid 
employment opportunities during summers and part-time 
during the school year are available and an excellent way to 
get practical experience.

Practicing Outside of California
Study at, or graduation from, this law school may not 
qualify a student to take the bar examination or be admit-
ted to practice law in jurisdictions other than California. 
A student who intends to seek admission to practice law 
outside of California should contact the admitting authority 
in that jurisdiction for information regarding its education 
and admission requirements.

Further Information
You can reach our Admissions Office at 559-323-2100. For 
additional information visit www.sjcl.edu. To view Califor-
nia’s Bar Exam results visit www.calbar.ca.gov/admissions.

Apply Online   �
or submit by mail
Personal Statement  � (1-3 Pages)
Completion of the Law School  �
Admission Test (LSAt)
Registration with the Law School  �
Admission Council (LSAC) to set up 
your Credential Assembly Service 
(CAS) report.
Official Transcripts �  
must be sent directly from each 
institution attended to LSAC for 
the CAS report using a specifc 
routing form. Additionally, an official 
undergraduate transcript must be 
submitted to SJCL.
3 Letters of Recommendation �  
can be submitted either to SJCL  
or to CAS.
Deposit Paid �

Checklist

Envision Your Future
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ready to take the next step?
register for SJCL’s free Law School 101 
informational forum at www.sjcl.edu.



San Joaquin College of Law • 901 5th Street, Clovis, California 93612

559-323-2100 • info@sjcl.edu • www.sjcl.edu


