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What?! The Honorable 
Oliver W. Wanger is mov-
ing to senior status at the 

United States Federal Court in Fresno? 
That is the report I recently received, 
and I said to myself, “How could one 
so young be taking such a step?” It 
caused me to reflect 
back to when Ollie 
and I first became 
acquainted. That 
was in 1969, and 
I guess that is 
some time ago, 
although it 
seems like just 
yesterday.

I had been invited 
by Municipal Court 

On September 8th the legal community will honor the Honorable  
Oliver W. Wanger’s move to senior status at the United States District Court.

Reflections on Oliver Wanger’s move to 
Senior Status

Judge Dan B. Eymann to meet with 
some dozen or so lawyers to hear John 
Gorfinkel, the State Bar liaison for 
law schools, discuss the prospect of 
establishing a law school in Fresno. 
When the evening came to an end, I 
told Dan that the ideas expressed for 

a top-drawer law school in 
Fresno were very intrigu-

ing and that I would 
come aboard with 
him. He thanked me 
and said he would 
call in a couple of 
days as to what was 
going to happen, (if 

anything).

About three days later 
Dan called. He said, 

“There are three of us 
who are inter-

ested in 
going 

ahead with the school project - you, 
I and Ollie Wanger.” I responded, “I 
don’t know Ollie Wanger.” He replied, 
“He is a young lawyer I’ve observed 
in court. I invited him to meet with 
the group because I have been very 
impressed with what I have seen of 
him. He is bright, responsible and en-
ergetic.” I expressed my apprehensions 
about embarking on such a formidable 
program with only two other people, 
one of whom I barely knew. The rest 
is history.

We three then set up the three-legged 
stool and began a relationship dedi-
cated to the establishment of a first 
rate law school in Fresno. We met 
scores of times and hundred of hours 
in the ensuing years. We divided the 
work. Ollie initially took care of, in 
particular, the legal items, including 
incorporation, IRS exemption classi-
fication, and State Bar and Education 
Department compliances. Needless to 
say, we all consulted with each other 
on all aspects of the formation, and 
later, the operation and management 
of the school.

Ollie taught criminal law initially. He 
later chose to teach civil procedure. (It 
involved more time and challenge.) 
Our classes were meeting on the 
Pacific College campus. I was amused, 
early on, to hear talk among the 
students about Ollie. It was “machine 

By John Loomis, SJCL Founder 

See “Wanger” Page 11
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George A. Hopper Moot Court Competition
Best Oral Advocate
Adam Stirrup

Oral Advocate Finalists
Robert Abrams
Steve Graham
Tim Kuckelman

Best Brief
Amy Guerra /  
Errin Anderson-Woodward

Best Brief Finalists
Duangkamol Strohl / Connie Valentino-Parker
Darin McCandless / Benny Barco
Natalie Packer / Adam Stirrup

Best Oral Advocate  
Semi–finalists
Quentin Cedar / Jamie Gearon
Connie Valentino-Parker / Joel Winter

FRONT ROW (L-R): Natalie Packer, Duangkamol (Kay) Strohl, Connie Valentino-
Parker, Amy Guerra, and Darin McCandless. MIDDLE ROW (L-R): Instructor Stanley 
A. Boone, Jamie Gearon, Steve Graham, Robert Abrams, Joel Winter, and 
Honorable Anthony Ishii. BACK ROW (L-R): Honorable Steven Vartebedian, Adam 
Stirrup, Tim Kuckelman, Quentin Cedar, Benny Barco, and Honorable 
Timothy Buckley.

Special Thanks
SJCL thanks the following people for their participation in this years  
George A. Hopper Moot Court Competition: 

Student Timekeepers
Wendy Aguilar
Aaron Aguirre
Crystal Cabrera
Kristen Gates
Alicia Hinton
Rhea Ikemiya
Leanne Kent
Kelly Leslie
Lacey Nelson
Erik Peterson
Mary Steffora
Bryan Tellalian
Peter Wall

Moot Court Judges
Marc Ament
Hon. Dennis Beck
Hon. Donald Black
Deborah Boyett
Karen Buck
Hon. Timothy 

Buckley
Robert Cassio
Kathy Chandler
Mark Cullers
Galatea DeLapp
Hon. Jeremias 

DeMelo

Carl Faller
Traci Fritzler-

Kirkorian
David Gappa
Lynette Gonzales
Laurel Greene
William Hahesy
Kevin Hansen
Katherine Hart
Robert Hirth
Hon. Anthony Ishii
James Lambe
Kevin Little

Deanna Martinez
Jo Morales
Carol Moses
Douglas Nelson
Woodrow Nichols
Hon. Lawrence 

O’Neill
Hon. Rosendo Pena
Sally Perring
Connie Proctor
Jeffrey Purvis
Jennifer Randall
Kim Raven

Kevin Rooney
Peter Rooney
Richard Runcie
Kathy Servatius
Dianna Setoodeh
Geoffrey Sims
Hon. James Thaxter
Cynthia Van Doren
Hon. Steven 

Vartabedian
Melody Walcott
Melissa White
Francine Zepeda



Full-Time Faculty
Lawrence M. Artenian, Brian L. Baker, Richard M. Cartier, Denise M. Kerner, Janice L. Pearson, Sally A. Perring, Jeffrey G. Purvis

Adjunct Faculty
Jesse Avila; Art Baggett, Barry J. Bennett, Hristo Bijev, Stanley A. Boone, David M. Camenson, Dan Casas; Hon. Jonathan B. Conklin, Phil Cronin, Mark 
Cullers, Matthew Farmer, Jack Fischer; Tom Georgouses, Christine Goodrich, Gary Green, Jason Hamm, Jeff Hammerschmidt, David Jenkins, Donna 
Johnston, Allan E. Junker, Hon. David Kalemkarian, Jeremy Lusk, Kathi K. Kesselman, Michael P. Mallery, Jeff Manning-Cartwright, Deanna Martinez, 
Lewis Martinez, William T. McLaughlin II, Mark D. Miller, Douglas E. Noll, Kimberly Nystrom-Geist, Harry Pascuzzi, Curtis Rindlisbacher, Rose Safarian, 
Gary Sawyers, Michael Sheltzer, Michael Slater, Jonathan Skiles, Hon. Mark Snauffer, Bob Whitlock, Lynda Williams, Jacqueline Yates. 
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New Staff
Pete Rooney
Associate Library Director &  
Head of Technical Services

Pete came to SJCL from the 
John F. Kennedy University 
School of Law where he 
earned his J.D. and was 
Director of the Law Library. 
Pete also has a Masters of 
Library Science from San 
Jose State University.

The SJCL Library is honored 
to have added a librarian 
of Pete’s abilities. He has made significant 
changes to the collection and cataloged over 
a thousand titles. Please do not hesitate to 
contact him if you have any questions about 
your research or the SJCL Library.

Diane Steel
Director of Admissions 

We are excited to have 
Diane join our admissions 
department. She worked for 
The Fresno Bee for the last 
several years coordinating 
company wide training 
classes and event planning. 
She is passionate about 
her role as an ambassador 
for SJCL and desires to 
help people pursue their 
dreams of a law degree. She graduated from 
California State University Long Beach.

Matthew Dillard
Maintenance Assistant

Matt started at SJCL in 
2005 part-time. He did such 
a fantastic job that he was 
taken on as full time staff 
that same year. Matt is a huge 
Atlanta Braves fan and enjoys 
watching them whenever 
he can. He graduated from 
Hoover High School and 
has hopes of continuing his 
education in the future. 

15th Law Review

The San Joaquin Agricultural 
Law Review is pleased to an-
nounce the publication of its 

fifteenth volume which contains the 
following article and comments:

Article
Loss of Integrity May Mean Loss of the 

Farm: False Statements Made in 
Federal Water Subsidy Applications 
and the Doctrine of Judicial Estoppel 
by Shannon L. Chaffin, Esq.

Comments
Downed Animals: Can Your Steak Stand 

Up For Itself? by Kevin Briley
Dust in the Wind: Will New 

Environmental Regulations Mean 
More Liability Claims? by Scott L. 
Jones

California Raisins: Compliance With 
the Federal Marketing Order and 
Uruguay Round Agreement on 
Agriculture by Stacie L. Melikian

Mandatory Mediation and Conciliation 
in California by Thomas Casa

Workers’ Compensation Reform and 
the Future of the Disabled Farm 
Worker in California by Connie M. 
Valentino-Parker

Groundwater: Uniform Control of a 
Critical and Limited Resource by 
Gayle Rousey

A Tale of Two Systems: A Comparison 
Between U.S. and EU Labeling 
Policies of Genetically Modified Foods 
by Rachele Berglund Bailey

Agricultural Accountability: The 
National Animal Identification Plan, 
Confidentiality and the Freedom of 
Information Act by Amy K. Guerra

Cleaning the Air at the Dairy: Dairy 
Permitting in the San Joaquin 
Valley and the Controversy 
Surrounding the Science by 
Elizabeth A. McGee 

The Law Review is a legal journal 
published annually and edited 
and produced by students of San 
Joaquin College of Law. It was 
first published in 1991. It presents 
articles, comments, and notes on 
topics of current interest in agri-
culture, government, business and 
law. The Law Review is featured in 
WESTLAW and LEXIS/NEXIS. 

The Review has been cited by 
courts throughout the land, 
including the California Supreme 
Court, Minnesota Supreme Court, 
various appellate courts and federal 
courts. Other citations attributed 
to our long line of professional 
and student writers come from 
such well established sources as 
Matthew Bender & Co., U.C. 
Davis Journal of International Law 
& Policy, Thomas Jefferson Law 
Review, Santa Clara Law Review, 
Pacific Rim Law & Policy Journal, 
and the Indiana Law Review. 

Subscriptions to the Review are 
$15.00 per volume. Requests for 
subscriptions should be sent to:

San Joaquin Agricultural Law Review
William T. Richert Law Review Office
San Joaquin College of Law
901 5TH Street
Clovis, CA 93612
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Staff
Janice Pearson, Dean; Sally Perring, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs; Brian Baker, Director of the Law Library; Thomas Canar, Chief Advancement 
Officer; Debbi Chacon, Secretary &, Receptionist; Ken Coyle, Manager of Information Systems; Tara Crabtree, Associate Library Director & Head of Public 
Services; Matthew Dillard, Maintenance Assistant; Mark Enns, Director of Marketing & Director of Public Relations; Megan Fuller, Library Assistant; 
Maureen Hayes, Assistant to Chief Financial Officer; Lonzetta Hightower, Student Services Assistant; Joan Lassley, Facilities Administrator & Alumni 
Liaison; Jeannie Lewis, Director of Financial Aid; Joyce Morodomi, Director of Student Services; Carlyn Robbins, Assistant Receptionist;  
Rick Rodriguez, Maintenance Supervisor; Pete Rooney, Associate Library Director & Head of Technical Services; Michelle Rude, Accounting Assistant; 
Patricia Smith, Law Coordinator; Diane Steel, Director of Admissions; Cynthia Van Doren, Director of Career Services; Jill Waller-Randles, Chief Financial 
Officer; Gwen Watt, Human Resources & Regulatory Compliance Officer; Kasi Welte, Development Assistant & Continuing Legal Education Coordinator 

The SJCL Office of Career 
Services (OCS) is commit-
ted to assisting students and 

graduates in all aspects of their career 
development. OCS desires to work 
closely with prospective employers to 
maximize recruitment opportunities 
for students and alumni. Some of the 
career development services planned 
for the upcoming year include a range 
of workshops covering topics includ-
ing job search nuts and bolts and the 
4th Annual On Campus Interview 
Program. Additionally, the OCS pro-
vides services related to personalized 
career counseling and career search 
resources. 

Clinical Study, coordinated through 
the OCS, contemplates a broad range 
of experiences including private 

SJCL Career Services
firm law clerking, public interest 
internships and judicial externships. 
Clinical Study is an important 
educational component because 
through these experiences students’ 
understanding of class content is 
enhanced and practical skills are 
developed. For some students, Clinical 
Study may be their first introduction 
to the “real world” of law. Other 
students have significant law office 
experience and are seeking a law 
degree to build on that background. 
Relationships developed through 
Clinical Study benefit employers and 
students alike. Employers benefit 
through additional support staff 
as well as becoming familiar with 
students’ skills and aptitudes to fill 
future employment needs. Students’ 
professional contacts facilitate a 

For many of our incoming stu-
dents, the Bar Exam is three or 
four years and many long hours 

of hard work away. The demands of 
law school overwhelm many students. 
Law school is fundamentally differ-
ent from students’ prior educational 
experiences. San Joaquin College of 
Law, like most law schools, has imple-
mented an academic support program 
to help our students succeed.

Our program is loosely based on 1000 
DAYS TO THE BAR But the Practice of 
Law Begins Now by Dennis J. Tons-
ing. Professor Tonsing identifies seven 
Law CATS (Components of Assess-
ment Targeted Study) that mirror 

activities performed by lawyers in their 
daily work. To learn to practice the 
profession, students are encouraged 
to get ready for practice by doing the 
following:

 •  Read and brief every case
 •  Actively attend class and  

take notes
 •  Transform class notes after  

each class
 •  Prepare course summaries
 •  Develop flow charts
 •  Internalize (memorize  

the law) 
 •  Answer practice questions  

in writing

New Academic Support Program
Practicing these skills from the first 
day of law school will help students 
get passing grades, prepare them to 
pass the Bar, and develop the skills 
necessary to be a competent legal 
practitioner.

Professor Richard Cartier offered three 
introductory sessions over the sum-
mer. Future Saturday sessions will be 
offered during the year. Briefing, note 
taking, outlining, exam writing and 
time management are presented to the 
students in these special sessions. 

Each year is a new beginning – a time 
to build on our successes as we strive to 
improve. For many in our first year class, 
the Bar Exam is only 1000 days away.

natural transition into the legal 
field. Many students secure associate 
positions prior to graduation through 
clinical experiences.  

The OCS maintains a free database 
of current employment opportunities 
for attorneys, law clerks, paralegals 
and other legal support staff. These 
employment postings are accessible at 
www.sjcl.edu/jobs

For more information on how to 
participate in either the On Campus 
Interview Program, Clinical Study, 
or to post a position on the SJCL 
Career Services website please contact 
Cynthia Van Doren, Esq., Director of 
Career Services at cvandoren@sjcl.edu 
or by calling 559-323-2100.
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boys are enjoying the pool. They have 
a menagerie of animals – 3 dogs, 2 
cats, an aquarium and a scorpion that 
made its way home with them from a 
trip to Mexico a few years back.

Roger and Barbara enjoy trips to 
Mexico where they fish and fly kites 
and to Roseburg, Oregon where they 
have a home.

Roger has very fond memories of those 
fun early days of law school, spending 
time with his roommate Doug Nelson 

and, of course, his dog, who he always 
brought to school. Roger shared that 
Eric Green was number 1 in class, 
he was number 2, and Bill Crossland 
was number 3……that was from the 
bottom, of course. Roger is looking 
forward to Social Security which will 
be coming in the next few years.

1986
Jeff Bernal
Jeff married Cynthia Hager the sum-
mer of his junior year at SJCL. They 
have now been married 21 years; she is 
a very patient woman. Cynthia works 
as an LCSW for Fresno County Men-
tal Health. They have two wonderful 
children, Zach age 15, and Lexi age 
11. Both are academically and musi-
cally gifted children. “Proof positive 

1976
Paul Hager 
Paul’s first job was due to Ollie 
Wanger recommending him to Sandell 
Young and St. Louis in 1976. He 
stayed until 1990 when he partnered 
with Craig Trippel. Their firm special-
ized in insurance defence as panel 
counsel for St. Paul Insurance. The 
firm is now Hager, Trippel, Macy and 
Jensen.

Paul has two daughters. The eldest is 
a Clovis kindergarten teacher at Sierra 
Vista Elementary and his youngest is 
an attorney in New York. He has one 
grandson, Bryce, who is 2 ½ and has 
just gotten beyond the banging stage. 
He is proud that his youngest daugh-
ter had an opportunity to clerk for 
Judge Wanger about 1 ½ years ago.

Paul continues to enjoy his love of 
tennis and golf. He frequently plays 
tennis with classmate Judge Gary 
Austin, but also recalls playing with 
Ollie Wanger at Roeding Park and the 
Racquet Club on Blackstone in those 
early years. His early tennis partners 
included Leonard Myers, Dr. Berg, 
and Kevin Swanson.

Roger Vehrs
Roger has been in private practice 
since 1976 handling personal injury 
and criminal cases. He has been as-
sociated with Roger Nuttall and shares 
office space with Jim Makasian. Roger 
is hopeful that Ernie Kinney will bring 
back some sponsored winnings from his 
trips to Las Vegas so Roger can retire.

Roger is married to a beautiful young 
school teacher, Barbara. They are rais-
ing two great boys, age 11 and 13. The 
boys keep them very busy with their 
participation in cross country track, 
soccer and baseball. Since Barbara is 
home for the summer, she and the 

Alumni Profiles
SJCL congratulates our alumni celebrating 10, 20 and 30-year 
anniversaries in 2006. Thanks to all for reading and participating.

– Joan Lassley, Alumni Liaison

Two days of in-depth 
analysis of the impact of the 

bankruptcy abuse, prevention, and 
consumer protection act of 2005. Learn 

about the issues that have arisen in the first 
year and the changes ahead.

Cost: $395 for both days. 
MCLE Credit: 12.5 hours (1.0 will apply to legal ethics.) 
Contact: Kasi Welte, 559/323-2100 or kwelte@sjcl.edu. 

Institute information also available at www.sjcl.edu.
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2005-’06 Donors  
August 1, 2005 - July 31, 2006

Gifts of $25,000 or more
Borba Farms and  

Ross Borba, Jr. (Board)
Leon S. Peters Foundation

Gifts of $10,000 – 24,999
Karen (’96) & Mahlon Buck
Cyrus & Dianna R.  

Setoodeh (’01)
DeWayne & Nick Zinkin (’01)

Gifts of $5,000 – 9,999
Darryl Freedman (’93)
The Bertha and John Garabedian 

Charitable Foundation
Pete P. Peters Foundation
Albert Ramirez (’96)
Andrew Sorensen (’77)
SJCL Alumni Association

Gifts of $2,500 – 4,999
Brian L. (Faculty) &  

Marlyn L. Baker 
Dr. & Mrs. Lee Copeland 

(Board)
John E. Loomis (Board)
Peter (Staff) & Shannon Rooney
Margaret Shainberg (’93)
Student Bar Association

Gifts of $1,000 – 2,499
Baker, Manock & Jensen and 

Deborah Coe (’91) (Board)
Carl Brown (’76)

Denise Cahill (’05) and Wells 
Fargo Bank

Thomas (Staff) & Betty Canar
P.G. Divine
Dowling, Aaron, & Keeler
Michael Geis
James K. & Carol Sellers Herbert
Jan (Board) & Jenny Kahn
Ernest S. Kinney (’75)
Donna Korotie (’85)
Robert I. Lindsay (’92)
National Education Loan 

Network, Inc.
Ronald Nissila (’96)
Lisa (’95) & Brent Smittcamp 
Kimberly R. Sweidy (‘85) & 

Raymond P. Stata

Gifts of $500 – 999
Anonymous
Randolph Ataide (’86)
Mark A. Blum (’92)
Hal H. Bolen
Michel Bryant (’91)
Deborah A. Coe (’91) (Board)
Delta Theta Phi Foundation, Inc.
Donald R. Forbes (’78)
Michael Geis
Allison Gong (’96)
H. Ty Kharazi (’96)
Joan Lassley (Staff)
Hon. W. Richard (’85) &  

Kim Lee
Patricia Mattson-Markell (’85)

San Joaquin College of Law thanks the 
following individuals and organizations for 
their gifts. Their generosity helps SJCL deliver 
an outstanding academic program to students.

Hon. Robert (Board) & 
Stephanie Oliver

Sally Perring (Faculty)
Robert F. Price (Tax ’87)
Quinlan, Kershaw & Fanucchi 

(Edward D. Fanucchi ‘95) 
(Board)

Joanne Sanoian (’82)
Jean Thompson 
John L. Woolf

Gifts of $250 – 499
Steven Alfieris (‘97)
Susan B. Anderson (’86)
Annette Ballatore-Williamson 

(’97) and McCormick,  
Barstow et al.

Bolen, Fransen, & Russell
Bob Burchfield
Richard Caglia (’99) (Board)
Kathy Chandler (’94)
Fran Christiansen (’79)
Ken Coyle (Staff)
Tara Crabtree (’01) (Staff)
Craig B. Fry (’00)
Kevin D. Gunner (’86)
Joan Levie (’95)
Kathleen McKenna (’99)  

(Board & Faculty)
Marilyn Olson (’01)
Elizabeth O’Neill (Board)
Fred & Susie Osterberg (Board)
Warren Paboojian (’85)
Janice L. Pearson (Dean)
Randall Pinal (’97)
W. Scott Quinlan (’81)
Dr. Vivian Vidoli (Board)
David & Lillian Weiland (’02) 

(Board)
Hon. Charles Wieland (’83)
James Witherow (’87)
O.J. Woodward

Gifts of $100 – 249
Betty Andreis Black
Gregory Antognoli (’95)
William Armbruster (’77)
Susan Arthur (’95)
Dennis Bean

Mary Ann Bluhm (’78)
Geraldine Brown (’79)
Julia Brungess (’82)
The Business Journal
Donalyn Carlson (Staff)
Leah R. Cole (’92)
Deborah Cowper
Peter M. Cowper (’88)
Sofian Dawood (’04)
James Demsey
Greg Durbin (Board)
Diana S. Dooley (’95)
Eric Escamilla (’99)
Donn Furman (’93) (Faculty)
Traci Fritzler Kirkorian (’97)
Don Germino
Dorlie Goodger
James and Coke Hallowell
Katherine Hart (’77)
Timothy Hart (’83)
Michael Kaia (’84)
Mary Lane (’88)
Judith Lund-Bell (’78)
Yoriko Ishikawa McCulley (’98)
Pamela McFarland (’85)
Anthony Mendes
Kathy Millison
Joyce Morodomi (Staff)
Gregory J. Norys (’02)
Edwin Oeser 
Joseph O’Keefe (’96) and Cole, 

Fisher, Bosquez-Flores, Cole  
& O’Keefe

Ofra Pleban (’96)
Honorable R.L. Putnam (’75)
Mary K. Rau (’91)
Patrick Ricchiuti
Steven Salazar (’84)
Eric Schweitzer (’95)
Stephen Sefton (’78)
Nancy I. Smith (’80)
Tamara P. Smith (’02)
Bradley Stevens (’99)
Bill Stewart
Sharon Stull (’85)
Regina Tanner (’95)
Jennifer Walters (’04)
Howard Watkins
Sara Widener-Brightwell (’94)

that talent will skip a generation,” Jeff 
says. Zachary is attending University 
High, a charter school on the Fresno 
State campus, and, in typical teenage 
angst, is trying to give Jeff an aneurysm. 
Lexi is entering 6th grade and is already 
talking about skipping 7th and 8th so 
she can catch up to (and show up) her 
brother.
 
After graduation from SJCL, Jeff became 
a Probation Officer for Fresno County 
for three years. In 1989 he went to work 
for the Fresno County Public Defender’s 
Office as a criminal defense attorney and 
he is still happily slogging away there. 
He is in court at least three days a week 
and is still amazed how new and exciting 
it feels.
 

Jeff’s fondest memory of SJCL was the 
camaraderie his classmates shared. Jeff 
recalls one night, facing another intermi-
nable lecture on easements in their Real 
Property class, a bunch of them (names 
withheld to protect the guilty) looked 
at each other, said “movie”, and left to 
take a much needed mental health movie 
break. He remembers the late night 
brainstorming sessions in the library 
where they tried to decipher Judge 
Caeton’s “easy” take home midterm in 
criminal law. He can never forget the 
work (and the fun) Brett Runyan, Baxter 
Richardson, and he experienced during 
the 10-week weekend bar review course 
they took in San Francisco. They quickly 
learned that there are areas where a 3 or 
4 star hotel rating means no one was shot 
in the lobby that day. 
 

Gail Bovell-Tong
Gail has enjoyed a general solo law prac-
tice since 1988. She maintained offices 
at 2300 Tulare Street and 5070 N. Sixth 
Street simultaneously until May 1991. 
Gail emphasizes helping women with 
legal issues during their difficult times. 
This has taken her to Superior Courts in 
Kings, Merced, Stanislaus, Santa Monica, 
San Bernardino and Tulare Counties. 
SJCL classmate, Michael N. Splivalo, 
joined the practice from 1993 to 1996 
handling a plethora of family law, bank-
ruptcy, personal injury, and professional 
malpractice cases. 

Gail currently considers herself semi-
retired with a very limited case load and 
planning full retirement by this time 
next year. She downsized operations and 
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Class Participation 
August 1, 2005 - July 31, 2006

Top 5 Classes 
in Participation
1. 1985 31%
2. 1983 27%
3. 1979 20%
4. 1996 19%
5. 1977 19%

Top 5 Classes in 
Financial Support
1. 1996
2. 2001
3. 1993
4. 1977
5. 1985

Other
Chineme O. Anyadiegwu (’03)
Honorable James Ardaiz (Board)
Lawrence Artenian (Board & 

faculty)
Ann F. Bennett (’01)
Gene Bruce
Honorable Jane Cardoza (Board)
Courtney Caron (Board)
Richard Cartier (Faculty)
Cartridge Recycling Center, Inc.
Debbi & Reyes Chacon (Staff)
Doreen Cole (’96)
Kevin Cook (’99)
James Costa
Mark Cullers (Faculty)
Al Daddino
Matthew Dillard (Staff)
Jack Dickey
Joby E. Dupuis (’85)
Joanna Ebner (’05)
Mark Enns (Staff)
Donald Fretz
Megan Fuller (Staff)
Dan Green (’97)
Bret Grove (’06)
Douglas Haas (’82)
Maureen Hayes (Staff)
Lonzetta Hightower (Staff)
Bob Hirth (’96)
Charlotte Hylton (’00) (Board)
Florentino L. Jose (’05)
Denise Kerner (’83) (Faculty)
Michael & Sue Kilijian (’84)
Jeannie Lewis (Staff)
Ralph Lockwood
Doug & Ilene McKinney
Denise Mesple
Debra Mosley (’00)
Jeffrey Purvis (Faculty)
Mio D. Quatraro (’74)
G. June Register
Vernon Reynolds
Linda Richardson (’95)
Jim & Laurie Riedenauer
Richard Rodriguez (Staff)
Wanda Rogers (Board)
Michelle Rude (Staff)
Nancy Silacci (‘80)

As the fiscal year ends I want to express my appre-
ciation for your generous support of San Joaquin 

College of Law’s fundraising efforts for the 05-06 fiscal 
year. The thoughtful donors listed here represent an im-
pressive increase in money raised for all our appeals by 
154% . The percent participation by SJCL alumni rose 
by almost 2%. I am also happy to report that the SJCL 
Board of Trustees, full time faculty and staff supported 
our efforts with 100% participation this year. 

With your support San Joaquin College of Law con-
tinues to provide an affordable opportunity to obtain a 
sound legal education to residents of the  
San Joaquin Valley.

Your gift amount is important but not nearly as impor-
tant as your participation. Your donation shows that 
you believe in the law school. I thank you sincerely for 
your gift to making a difference for SJCL’s students and 
the San Joaquin Valley’s future.

Sincerely,
Janice L. Pearson, Dean
San Joaquin College of Law

Patricia Smith (Staff)
Peggy Smith
Nancy Stegall (’96)
Gregory Tanner (’90)
Cynthia Van Doren (’04) (Staff)
Jill Waller-Randles (Staff)
Gwen Watt (Staff)
Richard Watters (Board)
Kasi Welte (Staff)

Donation of Books to the 
Library

Arthur Baggett (’93)
California State University, 

Fresno – Henry Madden 
Library

Erica Camarena (’02)
Cooper & Hoppe
Robert Dwyer
Dr. Abou Ghorra (In 

Memorium)
Jory, Peterson, Watkins, Ross & 

Woolman
Mark King (’05)
George Lane
Brian Leighton
Robert Mallek
McCormick, Barstow, Sheppard, 

Wayte, & Carruth
Merced County Law Library
Miles, Sears, & Eanni
Doug E. Noll (Board & Faculty)
Elizabeth O’Neill (Board)
Oren & Paboojian
Peter Russo
Audrey Sanchez
Honorable Mark Snauffer 

(Faculty)
Ted Starkle
Philip E. Tavlian (’80)
Howard Watkins
Richard Watters (Board)

In-Kind Gifts
Sheryl Castro
Frank Coehlo
John Coehlo
Honorable Stephen Kane
Peter & Crissy Van Vleet

relocated her office to her home while 
providing care for her Mom.

Gail has three children - Yasmin Tong, 
urban planner and journalist; Colin 
Tong, real estate investor, paralegal; Ian 
Tong, board-certified internist. Her one 
and only grandchild to date is Kaya S. 
Tong, born February 22, 2006. She also 
has a miniature poodle, Fidel, age 11.

Gail is interested in family first- being an 
involved grandmother, intercontinental 
travel with her mother until her death 
at 91.5 years of age in 2003, real estate 
investment, and U.S. resort & spa vaca-
tions with friends and daughter as often 
as possible.

Gail participated in Volunteers in Parole 
as a mentor for three years.

Gail had a great appreciation of SJCL’s 
law professors. After a full day at busy 
law practices or on the bench, they 
would show up at 6 o’clock in the 
evening dedicated to delivering qual-
ity instruction without fail. She recalls 
receiving a surprise “most likely to 
succeed” award by poll of her classmates 
at the annual SJCL banquet. She also 
remembers briefing cases for night classes 
in strange but necessary locations, e.g. in 
her car while awaiting her carpool gang 
at her children’s school, on the sidelines 
of the soccer field at their soccer games 
and tennis lessons and between attending 
to patient appointments in the medical 
offices she was managing. She continues 

to participate in Consumer Advocates 
of California, the Hugh W. Goodwin 
Bar Association, Central California Trial 
Lawyers Association, and The Associa-
tion of Business Trial Lawyers.

Sara Hedgepeth-Harris
Upon graduation, Sara joined the 
research staff of the Fifth District Court 
of Appeal. She worked for several justices 
and as a central staff attorney for 13 
years. In 1999 Sara took a sabbatical 
from the law (to a certain extent) to serve 
as a trustee for the Fresno Unified School 
District. Her term included one year 
as president of the board. In 2001 she 
joined the law firm of Sagaser, Franson 
and Jones where she specialized in law 
and motion for complex litigation and 

Continued Page 8
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appeals. In 2005 she started her own 
practice. Sara specializes in provid-
ing the same product that she once 
provided for the justices at the Court 
of Appeal and SFJ to several law firms 
as an independent contractor. 

Sara is married to Hal Harris. They 
have 2 sons. Sam is 22 and recently 
graduated from UCLA. Charlie is 18 
and will be attending UCLA this fall. 
They also have 4 dogs: Emma, Hogan, 
Buddy and Elsie (her support staff). 

Sara won the Hopper Moot Court 
Award for best brief and best oral 
argument with her partner, Joby 
Dupuis, while in law school. Sara con-
tinues to try to find the right balance 

between family, legal work, commu-
nity work, hiking, gardening and art. 

Sara is the Social Policy Director for 
the League of Women Voters of Fresno 
and Chairperson of the Steering Com-
mittee of the Fresno Housing Alliance. 

When the SJCL campus was on 
Shields there was a cement wall 
between the school building and the 
shopping center where there was a 
great donut shop. During class breaks 
(about 8pm), nearly the entire school, 
and many of the professors, would 
jump the fence to get donuts. Butter-
milk donuts were her favorite. 

Sara also recalls bringing her golden 
retriever, JJ, to the library so that she 
would feel safe late at night working as 
a proctor. JJ came in handy one night 
when a strange man walked in. She 
had never seen a golden retriever act as 
viciously as JJ did that night. At that 
time Dean Pearson had a dog named 
Ginger. One day Jan brought in what 
looked like a golden retriever puppy 
that she had rescued after someone 
threw the puppy from a car window. 
Ginger was not fond of puppies so 
Sara rescued the puppy from Ginger 
and took her home. They named her 
“Mrs. Palzgraf.” She turned out to be 
part retriever and part horse. 

Terry Wapner
After passing the bar exam, Terry went 
to work for the District Attorney’s Of-
fice for the County of Stanislaus. He 
prosecuted misdemeanors and felonies 
and was later put in charge of the 
Turlock and Oakdale offices. Return-
ing to Fresno in late 1988, he opened 
his own law practice doing criminal 
defense, real estate and family law. 
He quickly narrowed his practice to 
specialize in criminal law. 

Terry is married to Chanel. They have 
one child, Kesha, who is married They 
have two beautiful grandchildren, 
Ariana 6 and Brandon 4.

In the spare time he can muster Terry 
plays a lot of golf and squash. 

One of Terry’s fondest memories is 
sitting in a row with Harry Pascuzzi, 
Lisa Urrizola and Darla Duerksen 
for nearly the entire four years of 
school. He did not think it would be 
appropriate to repeat the jokes and 
comments made. He also distinctly re-
members having difficulty with Judge 
Caeton in criminal law; so much so, 
that he never went, except for exams. 
He would sit in the library and study 
during class. Several years later, he 
tried a multiple defendant rape/mur-
der case in Caeton’s courtroom. When 
they were having their jury instruction 
conference, Terry made a comment 
that he wasn’t sure about the use of 
“accomplice” versus “accessory” in-
structions. On the record, and without 
missing a beat, Judge Caeton com-
mented that, “Well, Mr. Wapner, had 
you attended my class.....”. He actually 
thought the Judge hadn’t noticed 
he was missing. Terry has since had 
many trials in Judge Caeton’s court 
and, although Terry never professed 
to really understanding him, he thinks 
they get along well now. All in all, the 
SJCL experience was a good one. Terry 
still is in contact with many of his 
classmates.

1996
H. Ty Kharazi
Ty worked during law school and was 
laid off right before the Bar exam. So 

Congratulations  
Douglas E. Noll, Esq., SJCL 

Board Chair, on the publication 
of his new book Sex, Politics 

and Religion at the Office.

got mcle?
Get 3 hours of mcle credit and  
reconnect with fellow alumni at the same time!

Saturday, October 7, 2006
This program is sponsored by the SJCL Alumni Association. 

For more information please visit www.sjcl.edu.
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tainly also the most joyous. When Jeff 
enrolled at SJCL he was in administra-
tion at a middle school in Madera. He 
is currently Vice Principal at Madera 
High and is enjoying his summer time 
off. He looks forward to the time he 
can retire. He hopes to use his knowl-
edge and experience in education over 
the last 33 years to develop some form 
of law practice. 

Jeff and his fiancé, Susan, enjoy travel-
ing to the central coast-anywhere from 
Carmel to San Luis suits them. Jeff 
also enjoys playing golf whenever the 
opportunity arises.

Jeff was honored by California State 
University Fresno in 2002 as the High 
School Administrator of the Year from 
the School of Health and Human 
Services. He is honored by that award 
for his work with students transition-
ing into the field of health care.

Continued Page 10

Senior Citizens

LAW DAY
September 16, 2006 

at San Joaquin College of Law

The Alumni Association of San Joaquin College of Law, in a 
joint venture with the San Joaquin College of Law Student Bar 
Association and Clovis Senior Center, will provide free legal 
information and advice as follows:

SAN JOAQUIN COLLEGE OF LAW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION & STUDENTS

PRESENT

B
R

EA
K

 Room 9:00 - 10:30AM 10:30 - 10:45AM 10:45 - 12 NOON 

 213 Estate Planning  Housing 
  Wills & Trusts  Reverse Mortgages

 210 End of Life Decisions  Reality of Elder Care 
  Health Care Directives  Independence
  Durable Powers of Attorney 
   
 207 Conservatorship  Estate Planning 
  Guardianships  Wills & Trusts 

 203 Elder Abuse  I.D. Theft 
  Elder Abuse Court Filings  Current Scams

 206 Medicare Part D
  Medi-Cal DRA Changes

he had plenty of time to study. After 
the exam, Ty served as the Tulare 
County Public Guardian until he 
received the Bar results. A month after 
passing the Bar, he started his own 
practice in a one-room office at the 
Trade Center Building (the old P.G. & 
E building on Fulton Mall). In 1999 
he took on a partner when, mercifully, 
his wife decided it was time for her to 
help him run the business. They have 
had a successful practice since then. Ty 
litigates, trying between 4-6 jury trials 
per year with numerous other skir-
mishes in between. Ty loves trial work. 
Give him a jury and a courtroom and 
he is happy.

Kharazi and Sirabian was formed in 
2000 in order to help John Sirabian 
close out his law practice. However, 
Ty is the only attorney at the firm 
now. John Sirabian retired in 2001. 
They kept his name to recognize John’s 
contribution to the legal community. 
Thus, Ty now works for Kharazi and 
Sirabian, An Association of Attorneys.

Ty and wife, Sandra, have 4 children. 
Unfortunately, they lost two to law 
school. They grew up and left while Ty 
tried to finish school and then take the 
Bar. The oldest daughter has children 
of her own and the other joined the 
U.S. Marines. They see them often 
now. The little ones, a boy 12 (almost) 
and girl 6 are still at home and keep 
them in line. 

Ty was recognized as a judge pro tem 
in 2004 and 2005 and the Attorney 
Volunteer of the Month by CCLS in 
December 2005. 

Ty enjoys reading biographies and 
studying advanced physics (no kid-
ding). But he does not have much 
time to do a lot of either one. Al-
though, he does fit a book into his 
reading regimen every now and then. 
His interests revolve around his young 
children’s activities. He thinks it was 
football and violin last year; he has not 
been told the plans for this year yet! 

Ty works with Boy Scouts on their 
Citizenship merit badges and works 

with people who regularly live at the 
Rescue Mission. He enjoys both activi-
ties tremendously.

Ty really enjoyed his study group 
meetings with Leslie Moore, Roberta 
Rowe and Janell Hudson. He could 
never forget the philosophical (yet 
meaningless) discussions he had with 
Ron Perring on an almost daily basis 
about everything that was going on in 
their universe at the time. He really 
enjoyed working with the Student Bar 
Association and later with the Alumni 
Association. 

Jeffrey Mendoza
Jeff first enrolled at SJCL in the 70’s 
with Ernie Kinney and Jim Wasson on 
the Pacific University campus. Judge 
Wanger was an instructor then. The 
time was not right and he decided to 
drop out. But persistence paid off and 
he re-entered school in the 90’s. Law 
school was the most challenging and 
intense experience he has ever had but 
the feeling of accomplishment is cer-
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Most of Jeff’s school years were spent 
at the Shields building but he remem-
bers really enjoying the new Clovis 
site when he was studying for the Bar. 
Jeff has fond memories of the SJCL 
staff that supported him through that 
trying time and the relationships that 
remain with classmates – Jim Lee, Pat 
Carrillo and Albert Ramirez – are very 
gratifying.

Leslie Moore
Leslie is currently employed with the 
Fresno County District Attorney as a 
Deputy District Attorney. Throughout 
law school she thought she wanted 
to practice civil law, possibly with the 
City of Fresno or in private practice. 
Criminal law and family law were two 
areas where she definitely did not want 
to work. What is that saying about the 
best laid plans… ? 

In 1997 when she passed the Bar 
exam, after 35 resumes and many ap-
plications, the Tulare County District 
Attorney’s Office was the only open 
door. It took about a month for her to 

recognize that being a prosecutor was 
what she was meant to be. 

Leslie’s current assignment is a special 
team with the Child Abduction Unit. 
Yes, now she works in family law and 
criminal law at the same time. “God 
does have a sense of humor,” she says. 
Leslie is very satisfied with her career 
and where she is in life.

As a prosecutor in the Child Abduc-
tion arena, she was part of a small 
group who testified at budget hearings 
in Sacramento to reinstate fund-
ing for the program throughout the 
state. This was something she always 
dreamed of doing, and they were 
successful. She has been involved in 
training investigators and prosecutors 
with the California D.A. Association 
on child abduction issues. She has had 
the pleasure of presenting information 
at community forums about paren-
tal kidnap prevention, as well as the 
assistance their office can provide to a 
victim parent. 
 

In Leslie’s personal life, gardening has 
become her stress reliever. There is a 
special man in her life. She enjoys trips 
to Monterey with friends. A couple of 
years ago she was able to travel from 
New York to London on the Queen 
Elizabeth II, and spent seven days in 
London. 

As for law school memories, the best 
thing that happened was building 
some lasting friendships out of her 
study group. Thanks to Ty Kharazi, 
Jenell Hudson, Roberta Rowe and 
Ron Nissila, she was able to pass 
many exams by hammering out issues 
together. She could not have done it 
without them. Leslie can’t believe its 
been 10 years. 

Albert Ramirez
Albert briefly worked for Nick Reyes 
immediately following his passing the 
bar. Soon he was brought into the 
family business, Albert Ramirez Bail 
Bonds, as in-house counsel. He enjoys 
working with his Mom each day and 
uses his skills in all areas of the law.

Albert and his wife, Andrea, are the 
proud parents of two great boys. 
Albert Ramirez III age 4, the surviving 
twin who weighed 1lb. 12 oz, is doing 
great. Their other son, Alexander, was 
born in April of 2006 and weighed 8 
lbs. 12 oz. Albert and Andrea really 
enjoy the boys and family outings with 
his Mom, sister and family.

Albert serves as the Secretary of the 
Golden State Bail Agents Association, 
where he writes proposed legislation. 
He is active in the La Raza Lawyers 
Association and supports the Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters. Albert is also 
a wonderful scholarship supporter for 
San Joaquin College of Law and is 
funding a perpetual scholarship in the 
family name. 

Albert attended SJCL at the Shields 
location but was able to study at the 
new campus when he took Barpass-
ers classes. He really enjoyed that 
program. 

2ND ANNUAL

Constitution Day
You are invited to attend San Joaquin College of Law’s 2nd Annual 
“Constitution Day” presentation by Jeffrey G. Purvis, James K. and Carol 
Sellers Herbert Professor of Constitutional Law, on 

Religious terror and the first amendment – what freedom 
of religion means and why it is important today.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2006 AT 5:00PM 

San Joaquin College of Law’s Constitution Day presentation is open to the 
public as well as the students, staff and faculty. Professor Purvis’ lecture will 
begin at 5:00PM, after which he will entertain questions and comments from 
the audience.

In December 2004 the United States Congress passed legislation that requires 
all educational institutions that receive federal funds to implement educational 
programs relating to the United States Constitution on September 17th of 
each year (or the preceding or following week if September 17th is a weekend 
or holiday). The legislation was passed in an attempt to increase the Constitu-
tional knowledge of students and citizens. September 17th was chosen since 
the delegates to the Constitutional Convention met for the last time to sign 
the United States Constitution and presented it to the American public on 
September 17, 1787.
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Editor’s Note: Judge Wanger does not 
intend to slow down. He has taken Se-
nior Status so that a new judge can be 
appointed. Judge Wanger will continue 
to carry a full caseload in the busiest 
Federal District Court in the nation.

America’s Greatest Places to Work with 
a Law Degree : and How to Make the 
Most of Any Job, No Matter Where It 
Is! / by Kimm Alayne. 

American Legal Systems : a Resource and 
Reference Guide / Toni M. Fine.

Basic Legal Research : Tools and Strategies 
/ Amy E. Sloan.

Bender’s Forms of Discovery. 
A Brief History of Time : From the Big 

Bang to Black Holes / Stephen W. 
Hawking ; introduction by Carl Sagan.

California Child Custody Litigation and 
Practice / Shelley L. Albaum, Jessica F. 
Arner, Charlene S. Baron ; [edited by] 
Jon Heywood.

California Civil Discovery Practice / 
authors, Mitchell E. Abbott ... [et al.].

California Contractors License Law & 
Reference Book : with CD-ROM / 
Contractors State License Board.

California Criminal Discovery / L. 
Douglas Pipes, William E. Gagen, Jr.

California Damages : Law and Proof / 
Leland M. Johns.

California Deposition and Discovery 
Practice. By J.N. DeMeo and John F. 
DeMeo.

California Evidence Manual / by James P. 
McBaine.

California Land Use Practice / authors, 
Adam U. Lindgren... [et al.].

California Mechanics’ Lien Law and 
Construction Industry Practice / 
Matthew E. Marsh, Harry M. Marsh.

California Probate Practice / editorial 
consultants, Robert J. Blaylock... [et al.].

California Water Law and Policy / by 
Scott Slater.

Chisum on Patents: a Treatise on the 
Law of Patentability, Validity and 
Infringement / Donald S. Chisum.

A Civil Action / Jonathan Harr.
Democracy’s Manifesto / William Douglas.
Disorderly Conduct : Verbatim Excerpts 

from Actual Cases / Rodney R. Jones, 
Charles M. Sevilla, Gerald F. Uelmen.

Effective Legal Research / [by] Miles O. 
Price [and] Harry Bitner.

Recent Library Acquisitions

gun Ollie” who had no hesitation in 
presenting his comments on the law. 
Clearly, he was no slouch in delivering 
his lectures.

After Dan developed leukemia, 
administrative time and responsibility 
increased for Ollie and me. We now 
had a two-legged stool that was much 
harder to balance. Ollie stepped up to 
the plate and helped deliver what had 
to be done in pursuing our goal. The 
school continued to mature and thrive 
but the time demands continued to 
grow and addressing the fact that 
Pacific College wanted us to find new 
quarters was particularly time consum-
ing. The pressure final got to me with 
painful spasms in my back, and I had 
to withdraw from teaching and, after 
a year on the sidelines, also from an 
active role in administration. Now the 
pressure was really on. Two legs of the 
stool were gone, and Ollie really had a 
balancing act with only a single leg on 
which to perch.

I watched from the sidelines on the 
Board of Trustees as Ollie took hold as 
Dean. He put together a team to dis-
tribute administrative duties and, with 
the Board’s help, found new quarters 
for the school on Shields Avenue in 
a storefront setting. That one leg was 
trying to support more than it could 
or should, and after a year or two in 
this mode, the Board, at Ollie’s recom-
mendation, hired the school’s first full 
time dean.

That did not mean that Ollie was no 
longer a player. He continued to teach 
and to serve on the Board in a leading 
and active role until his appointment 
to the District Court several years 
later. It is my regret, and I am sure the 
regret of the entire school family, that 
with his appointment to the Court, he 
had to sever active ties with the school. 

We all thank you, Ollie, for your 
dedication to and support of San 
Joaquin College of Law, and wish you 

Wanger 
continued from page 1

God speed as you try to slow down 
from eighty miles per hour to a mere 
seventy in your role as Senior Judge.

For details about the reception please 
go to www.sjcl.edu.

Financing and Protecting California 
Businesses / authors, Lawrence S. 
Branton... [et al.] ; project manager, 
Suzanne L. Weakley.

Finding the Law / by Robert C. Berring, 
Elizabeth A. Edinger.

Fire Litigation Handbook / Dennis J. Berry.
Fire Litigation Sourcebook : Technical, 

Medical, and Legal Aspects / Alexander J. 
Patton and contributing author John C. 
Russell.

Forages; the Science of Grassland Agriculture 
/ Under editorial authorship of Maurice 
E. Heath. 

Foreclosures : Defenses, Workouts, and 
Mortgage Servicing, with CD-ROM / 
John Rao, Odette Williamson.

Forensic Pathology in Criminal Cases / 
Randy Hanzlick, Michael Graham.

Guerrilla Tactics for Getting the Legal Job of 
your Dreams / by Kimm Alayne Walton.

Guide to Criminal Law for California / 
Sandra Tozzini.

Guide to Criminal Procedure for California / 
Jeffrey B. Snipes.

Guide to Homeland Security.
The Handbook of Law Firm Mismanagement 

: from the Offices of Fairweather, Winters 
& Sommers / by Arnold B. Kanter.

How to do your Best on Law School Exams 
/ by John Delaney ; drawings by Anne 
Burgess.

How to Succeed in Law School / Brian 
Siegel.

How to Succeed in Law School / Gary A. 
Munneke.

Immigration Law and Procedure.
Innocent, your Honor : a Book of Lawyer 

Cartoons / by Danny Shanahan.
An Introduction to Statutory Interpretation 

and the Legislative Process / Abner J. 
Mikva, Eric Lane.

Law Office Dynamics : an Introduction to 
Legal Administration / by Charlotte W. 
Smith.

Law Office Management / Jonathan S. 
Lynton, Terri Mick Lyndall, Donna 
Masinter.

Law Office Procedures : a Practical Guide / 
Judy A. Long.
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Kasi Welte
Kasi is the person responsible for 
keeping your addresses up to date. If you 
need to update your address information 
please contact Kasi at kwelte@sjcl.edu or 
559/323-2100.

Gifts from charitable 
retirement accounts are 
now tax free!
The Pension Protection Act of 2006, potentially the most favorable 
charitable legislation in many years, will allow individuals who are 
70.5 years or older to make a gift up to $100,000 from their Individ-
ual Retirement Account without any tax implications. Previously the 
donor had to report the amount as taxable income and pay the de-
ferred tax, prior to making the gift. Benefactors of San Joaquin Col-
lege of Law, who wish to make gifts to either the annual fund, student 
scholarships, or the capital campaign for the new Law Library, should 
call Tom Canar, Chief Advancement Officer, at 559-323-2100, exten-
sion 126, if they have any questions regarding this new legislation.


